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SUBJECT: HONECKER ATTACKS SCHMIDT ON THE QA AND THE WALL 
REF: BERLIN 6038 

1 . SED FIRST SECRETARY CONTINUED HIS UNUSUALLY STRIDENT 
DEFENSE OF THE WALL (REFTEL) ON MAY 17 IN AN ATTACK ON FRG 
CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT'S MAY 15 COMMENTS ON THE QA AND THE WALL. 
SPEAKING BEFORE ASSEMBLED DELEGATES OF THE 9TH FREE GERMAN 
LABOR UNION (FDGB) CONGRESS, HONECKER CRITICIZED 

SCHMIDT S ASSERTIONS THAT THE QA APPLIED TO ALL OF BERLIN 

AND THAT THE WALL WAS THE "INHUMAN PROOF OF AN UNSUCCESSFUL 

POLICY." 

2. IN A WARNING TO BONN JUST AS A NEW PHASE OF FRG GDR 
NEGOTIATIONS IS ABOUT TO BEGIN, HONECKER PREDICTED THAT 
PEOPLE IN BONN WOULD ONE DAY REALIZE THAT THE FRG MISSES 
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THE GREATEST CHANCE FOR NORMALIZING RELATIONS WITH THE GDR 
AND ITS ALLIES WHEN IT CLINGS TO THE "FICTION" THAT THE QA 
APPLIES TO ALL OF BERLIN. COMMENTING THAT SCHMIDT S 
"COMPULSORY EXERCISES" WERE TO NO AVAIL, HONECKER REMINDED 
THAT SCHMIDT IN HELSINKI HAD COME OUT IN THE INTEREST OF 
DETENTE AGAINST TESTING THE QA'S DURABILITY. 
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3. TURNING TO SCHMIDT'S COMMENTS ON THE WALL, HONECKER 
CRITICIZED THE CHANCELLOR'S "UNQUALIFIED ATTACKS" AGAINST 
THE GDR STATE BOUNDARY. HE THEN VOICED SUPPORT FOR THE 
STATEMENTS OF TWO FDGB DELEGATES AT THE CONGRESS. ACCORDING 
TO HONECKER, SINCE THE WALL WAS BUILT, BERLIN HAD NO MORE 
"FOREIGN HANDS" IN ITS POCKETS, AND IMPERIALISM ENDS ONCE 

AND FOR ALL AT THE WALL; IN ADDITION THE WALL REPRESENTED 
"SECRURITY AND PEACE, THE HIGHEST BLESSING OF HUMANITY." 

4. COMMENT: HONECKER HAS BEGUN ENGAGING IN AN 
UNUSUALLY AGGRESSIVE AND UNABASHED DEFENSE OF THE WALL, 
SEEMINGLY IN REACTION TO THE PRESIDENT’S REMARKS ON THE SUBJECT 
IN LONDON AND NOW SCHMIDT'S MAY 15 CRITICISM. HIS VEILED 
WARNING THAT FRG-GDR NORMALIZATION DEPENDS ON FRG ACCEPTANCE 
THAT THE QA APPLIES ONLY TO WEST BERLIN STRIKES US AS A 
SOMEWHAT NEW INFORMATION. IN RECENT WARNINGS THAT THE FRG 
MUST COMPROMISE ON "BASIC QUESTIONS" IF RELATIONS ARE TO 

NOVE FORWARD, THE GDR HAS USUALLY PLACED GREATER EMPHASIS 
ON FRG RECOGNITION OF GDR BORDERS AND A SEPARATE GDR 
CITIZENSHIP. POLANSKY 
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